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The Cuban Square

The Cuban Square
ARCHITECTURE COMPETITION
“Revolutionize” – reinterpret the Cuban Square space in Havana.
Register: NOV/18/2022, Submit: NOV/18/2022, Eligibility: Students, architects, designers, urbanists, engineers, artists,
makers, activists and anyone interested in the fields of design and architecture; individually, teams with an unlimited number
of members, Fee: 59 EUR (JUL/18 – SEP/09/2022) (20% discount JUL/18 – AUG/01/2022), 89 EUR (SEP/10 –
OCT/21/2022), 119 EUR (OCT/22 – NOV/18/2022); +22% VAT, Awards: 1st Prize: 2,500 EUR, 2nd Prize: 1,500 EUR, 3rd
Prize: 1,000 EUR, 4 Gold Mentions: 250 EUR each, 10 Honorable Mentions, 30 Finalists
Thanks to its extraordinary historical memory and to the authenticity of its precious architectural legacy, Havana can certainly
be considered a “Heritage City”. Its genuine and engaging spirit derives not only from the renowned quality of its music and
rhythms, its lively street life and friendly atmosphere, but also and specially from its built environment. The designation of Old
Havana as a UNESCO site in 1982 was an important distinction that drew the attention to the preservation of its urban fabric.
The program to recover the historical centre had global recognition and it has expanded successfully to other Cuban cities,
contributing to the preservation of the local culture and to the development of new touristic appeal.
Unfortunately, during the last decades it has not been possible to replicate these experiences in other neighbourhoods
beyond the Old Havana, where the implementation of comprehensive programs is highly required. In fact, there is actually
one particular place that outstands among the others and which deserves special attention, not only for its massive extension
but also for its unique history: Plaza de la Revolución.

BRA

Thought and imagined as the new heart of the Cuban capital, the current state of the square is way far from that reality.
Surrounded by the concrete building of the Ministry of the Interior – known for the huge mural of Che Guevara – and by the
Telecommunications one with the iconic image of Camilo Cienfuegos, Plaza de la Revolución seems to be standing still,
waiting to be to be rediscovered…

GUIDELINES
Located in the Vedado district towards the west side of Old Havana, Plaza de la Revolución is not only one of the largest
public squares in the world – 72.000 square meters – but also a place of great historical relevance. The square has been the
stage of several of the main events of the Cuban Revolution and the place where up to a million people have congregated at
once during civic gatherings.

This immense concrete surface that was once a lively place, has neither been able to evolve in time, nor been capable of
reinventing itself to host possible new urban programs. Laying inert and unused most of the time, the square has become a
sort of “public void” where tourists just step by to take the classic picture with Che Guevara’s mural on the background, to
then go back to the beach.
The goal of this competition is to explore the potentialities of Plaza de la Revolución, in order to come up with a design
proposal capable of giving it a new life. How could it be transformed into a place for community life and social interaction?
What kind of intervention might turn the square into a livelier area, accessible and functional for both local dwellers and
international tourists?
The Cuban Square aims at reinterpreting a space full of history and cultural value through innovative and original projects.
Designers are therefore completely free to decide the programs and the type of interventions they want to experiment on the
site. Be creative and do not hesitate to “revolutionise” the square!
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