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UVA School of Architecture is excited to share that Assistant Professor of Architecture Devin
Dobrowolski was recently awarded second prize in an international design competition Hangar Ticinum:
A Community Hub on the River. The competition brief called for design ideas and proposals for the
reuse and refurbishment of an abandoned but unique architectural typology — a hydroplane hanger
designed by the rationalist architect Giuseppe Pagano.

Built in 1926, the structure called the “Idroscalo," while no longer in use, still stands firm in its
monumentality along the bank of the Ticino River in Pavia, Italy. The competition recognized the
building's historical and aesthetic value, along with its rarity in presenting the transition period between
the Secessionism of the early 1900s and the Modern Movement of the following decades through its
architecture. Encouraging designers to work on a program linked to an everyday use, the brief asked:
How would it be possible to transform the hangar into a community hub? What kind of uses could be
successful in its long-awaited rebirth? "Both the more conservative proposals, characterized by a more
discreet and respectful approach to Pagano’s original project, and the more ambitious and visionary
ones, defined by more radical interventions, will be equally accepted."
Devin's proposal was recognized as a top submission from a selection of 30 finalists, with submissions
from around the world. The competition jury was composed of group of architects and academics from
well known practices and institutions, such as Stefano Boeri Architects and Polytecnico di Milano. His
proposal, Fata Morgana, takes its name from an atmospheric mirage making objects appear to hover
just above the horizon.





As in the myth of Morgan le Fay, a sorceress attributed with the power of transformation, the renovated
Idroscalo retains the form of Pagano’s original design, but is given new life through a minimal but
radical material intervention that transforms the disused hangar from a site of ruin, to a new form of
flexible public space.
Taking cues from the abundant spontaneous vegetation of the site, the building operates like a
greenhouse. After removing the brick and stucco infill, and reinforcing the existing concrete structure,
the building is reclad in a lightweight, translucent polycarbonate skin that modulates light and
temperature. In warm weather, the facade of the building opens almost entirely to allow for cross
ventilation and expansive views along the Ticino. In cooler months, the polycarbonate allows for solar
gain and traps heat.
Steel construction is used to shore up the existing concrete structure at maximum efficiency and
minimum cost. A lightweight deck suspended from a series of pinned arches holds a central
greenhouse with flexible work, meeting, and gathering space that can be accessed by stair and ramp.
On the ground level, a central enclosure holds bathrooms and space for a small cafe and bar. The
addition of this minimal but essential services maximizes and amplifies the greatest assets of the
existing building–an expansive open space with expressed structure that creates a new indoor and
outdoor public plaza at the gateway to the city.
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