Yakisugi Casa

Concept

Nestled on the southern slopes beneath
Mount Etna, Fucina Nera is a retreat con-
ceived as a dialogue between architecture
and the volcanic landscape. The project con-
sists of eight intimate suites, each a dark,
hovering volume wrapped in charred timber
that echoes the ancient lava flows of the
mountain. Elevated gently above the earth,
these monolithic forms appear to float
above a tapestry of wild grasses and volcanic
gravel, their deep black silhouettes receding
into the shadows of the Sicilian countryside.
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Facade

Cultivated Wilderness

The exterior envelope of each Openair Suite
is wrapped in Shou Sugi Ban—a tradition-
al Japanese technique of charring timber
to create a durable, maintenance-free,

and deeply textured surface. This material
choice is a direct response to the volcanic
landscape of Mount Etna. The deep char-
coal-black surface echoes the basalt lava
flows that define the region, while the sub-
tle grain revealed through brushing recalls
the strata of cooled magma.

- .-v'—-"-....-.-: kK
ool =
i i

AT

EEs o)




Standard Suite and Deluxe Suite

Within the compact volume of the Standard
Suite, the interior is organized around a
sing]e, unwavering principle: every signiﬁ—
cant moment of inhabitation must face the
volcano. The layout departs from conven-
tional arrangements by positioning the bed
as a main space, oriented squarely toward
the South-East glazing. From the pillow, the
guest awakens to an uninterrupted, pic-
ture-window view of Mount Etna’s smoking
summit—a living painting that changes
with the hour and the season. The desk sits
behind the bed, yet both share the same

view.

Whether writing, reading, or pausing be-
tween tasks, the guest never loses contact
with the landscape. The bed itself becomes a
gentle boundary, offering just enough sepa-
ration between rest and labor while keeping
both anchored to the same timeless view.

Within the more intimate footprint of the
Deluxe Suite, the interior uses same princi-
ple as in Standard Suite. Every act of dwell-
ing must face the mountain.
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Layout of Deluxe Suite




Interior

The interior of suites is conceived as a de-
liberate counterpoint to its charred exter-
nal envelope. Where the facade presents a
monolithic, absorptive darkness to the land-
scape, the interior unfolds as a luminous
volume defined by pale, natural materials
and soft, tactile finishes.

The walls and floor are clad in light-toned,
brushed wooden boards—selected for their
subtle grain and matte finish. The planks
run continuously from floor to wall, creat-
ing a unified, cocoon-like atmosphere that
recalls the interior of a traditional rural
barn or a craftsman’s workshop. The wood
is left untreated or sealed only with a clear,
natural oil; allowing its tactile warmtch and
faint fragrance to permeate the space. Joints
are expressed as fine shadow gaps, reinforc-
ing the sense of precise, dry assembly.

Soft furnishings are restricted to a curat-
ed palette of natural fibres. Heavy linen
curtains, suspended from minimal ceiling
tracks, provide flexible spatial division and
acoustic softening. Bed linens are raw cot-
ton; throws are undyed wool.

Collectively, the interior materials establish
a calm, light-filled atcmosphere grounded in
rural authenticity. The architecture recedes,
allowing the framed view of Mount Etna to
assume visual primacy within the space.




Interior
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Bathroom

Entry and Storage area




Veranda & Private Qutdoor Area

The private outdoor space is not a fenced
enclosure but an open, floating platform
that extends the suite into the landscape. A
continuous charred timber deck wraps all
four sides of the module, allowing guests

to follow the sun, catch cross-breezes, and

experience the site from every orientation.

On the South-East side, facing Mount Etna,
the deck widens into a dedicated wellness
terrace. Here, a cedar soaking tub is set
directly into the deck plane, positioned to
capture the iconic, painterly view of the
smoking summit.

The landscape itself becomes the room’s
edge, ensuring absolute privacy while pre-
scrving an unmcdiatcd, immersive connec-

tion to the volcanic terrain.

The wrap-around deck transforms the suite

into a 360-degree observatory—a place
t

where the guest is both sheltered and utter-
ly exposed to the sounds, scents, and shift-
ing light of the Sicilian countryside. It is the
purest expression of the Openair promise:
architecture that frames the horizon but
never stands between the body and the
land.




Masterplan

The cight suites are arranged across the
gentle slope in a staggered constellation,
cach positioned to ensure uninterrupted
views while preserving absolute privacy.

A dense living buffer of cypress, reed, and
ancient stone shields the cluster from the
distant rhythm of the railway, transforming
the infrastructure’s murmur into a distant,
almost oceanic presence. Gravel paths wind
through fragrant shrubs and wildflower
meadows, guiding guests from the farm-
house arrival toward their private sanctuar-
ies.




Landscape design

Cultivated Wilderness

The landscape at Openair Suites is not a
manicured garden; itisa managed Medi-
terranean ecosystem that mediates between
the precise, charred architecture and the
raw, volcanic terrain. The strateg gy uses

a restrained palette of gr:wel, stone, and
drought-tolerant shrubs to create a sensory
journcy from arrival to private retreat. The
planting is deliberately abundant and lay-
ered, p10V1d1n privacy, fmgmnae 5easonal
colour, and a strong sense of immersion in
the Sicilian LOLlntI_VbldC.

The design operates across three scales:

The Arrival & Circulation Network: Gravel
paths that define movement and connect
the cluster.

The Acoustic Buffer: A dense, layered screen
along the eastern boundary.

The Private Plots & Shared Spaces: Inti-
mate, textured planting that frames views
and provides seclusion.

The landscape itself is both frame and
fabric. Gravel paths crunch softly under-
foot. Aromatic shrubs brush against sleeves.
Prickly pear and wild olive define the edges
of private plots, while climbing vines weave
the dark architecture into the 1iVing tapes-
try of the slope. Every element is curated

not to dominate, but to belong.
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Shared Facilities

The shared amenities at Openair Suites
reject the model of a centralized clubhouse.
Instead, they are conceived as a constella-
tion of small arcas. This strategy serves three
essential objectives:

Preserve Privacy: By dispersing facilities, no
single arca becomes a congested hub. Guests
encounter one another organically as they
move through the landscape, preserving the
profound sense of solitude that defines the
retreat experience.

Amplify the Landscape: Each facility is
deliberately sited to engage with a specific
aspect of the site. The amenities become
lenses through which to experience Mount
Etna and the cultivated countryside.

Maintain Rural Character: The small scale
and scattered arrangement ensure the inter-
vention reads as a natural extension of the
agricultural side rather than a resort devel-
opment.
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