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Rising above eastern Sicily, Mount Etna is the highest ac-
tive volcano in Europe and one of the island’s most defin-
ing presences. Its name is often linked to the ancient Greek
Aitne, meaning “I burn,” a direct reflection of the mountain’s
fiery nature and its constant dialogue between destruction
and fertility. Over centuries, repeated eruptions have shaped
not only the topography of the region, but also its vineyards,
orchards, stone terraces, and ways of inhabiting the land.

In Sicilian imagination, Etna has long existed between geolo-
gy and myth. Ancient legends placed the forge of Hephaestus
beneath its slopes, where fire and stone were transformed into
matter and form. Yet beyond mythology, its true power lies in its
cyclical transformations: lava becoming soil, eruption becom-
ing growth, and instability giving rise to a landscape of extraor-
dinary resilience. This duality of force and renewal defines the
spirit of the place.

Researching Mount Etna

Thomas Cole, Mount Etna from Taormina, Sicily, 1843
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A historical black-and-white photograph capturing the 1892 eruption of
Mount Etna’s middle crater, with smoke and ash billowing into the sky.
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The 1978 eruption of Mount Etna, from the book Les volcans by George
Daniels

Mount Etna before its 1971 eruption, 1972 Nature Science Annual
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Colors of Etna Materials of Etna

RAL 7012 Basalt Grey RAL 7024 Graphite Grey Lava Stone Tile

RAL 7016 Anthracite Grey RAL 8003 Clay Brown Charred Timber
RAL 9006 White Aluminium RAL 9001 Cream Metal Decorative Clay Plaster

RAL 2001 Red Orange RAL 1013 Qyster White Red Grout Fabric




Understanding Oculi

Set within the powerful landscape of Mount Etna, the project is con-
ceived as a sequence of small observatories immersed in the volcanic
terrain. Rather than treating the suite as a closed shelter, the architec-
ture becomes aninstrument of perception, a spatial devicethat frames
the mountain and its surroundings through carefully positioned
openings, transforming the act of staying into an act of observing,

The concept of Oculi of Etna emerges from the idea that architec-
ture can reveal the layered identity of a place through selective vi-
sion. Each opening acts as an oculus - an eye - directing attention
toward a specific dimension of the landscape: the fertile ground,
the distant volcanic horizon, and the ever-changing sky above.
Together, these framed views guide guests through the geologi-
cal, cultural, and mythological narratives embedded in the site.

Flevated lightly above the terrain, the suites touch the land
with precision and restraint, allowing the volcanic topogra-
phy to remain present beneath and around them. The archi-
tecture does not compete with Etna’s force; instead, it edits
perception, slowing the gaze and intensifying awareness of the sur-
roundings. Through this system of apertures, the guest experience
becomes both intimate and territorial, simultaneously grounded
in the room and expanded toward the vastness of the mountain.

Ultimately, the project transforms hospitality into a ritual of orien-
tation. Land, horizon, and sky become the three primary elements
through which Etna is understood, making the suites not only places
of rest, but quiet instruments for reading the living landscape.

Oculus Terrae

Oculus Terrae frames the immediate ground plane and the cul-
tivated volcanic soil that defines the slopes of Etna. Through the
terrace opening, guests encounter vineyards, orchards, basalt ter-
races, and the textures of the rural landscape at close range, re-
inforcing the tactile relationship between architecture and earth.

This aperture speaks about fertility born from fire: lava transformed
over time into the dark, mineral-rich ground that sustains life. It is the
oculus of material memory, connecting the suite to the productive
and agricultural identity of Sicily.




OculusVulcaniis oriented toward the distant silhouette of the volcano,
framing the horizon line where Etna rises as both presence and myth.
This horizontal view establishes a direct visual relationship with the
mountain, making it a constant spatial reference throughout the stay.

Itis within this framed horizon that the mythological dimension of the
project emerges: the ancient belief that the forge of Hephaestus lay
beneath the volcano. The opening transforms this legend into archi-
tecture, linking the distant mass of Etna with the cultural imagination
of fire, craft, and transformation.
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Oculus Caeli

Opening upward, Oculus Caeli captures the atmospheric life above
the suites — light, clouds, stars, ash, and shifting weather. This
roof aperture transforms the ceiling into a changing canvas, al-
lowing the sky to become part of the interior spatial experience.

More than a source of light, it reveals the unstable and living nature of
Etna itself: a landscape continuously shaped by smoke, wind, and ce-
lestial rhythms. Here, the guest becomes aware of time passing above
the mountain, completing the trilogy of land, horizon, and sky.
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Shared Facilities - The Collective Experience of the Cluster

Shared Facilities - The Collective Experience of the Cluster

The masterplan interprets the cluster as a small immersive land-
scape composed of 8 Deluxe Suites and a limited number of
shared experiential spaces, conceived as extensions of the ar-
chitectural narrative rather than independent service elements.

Inaccordancewiththecompetitionguidelines,theproposalintroduces
three shared facilities within the cluster, deliberately remaining below
themaximumallowed numberinordertopreservespatialclarity, priva-
cyandthenaturalcharacterofthesite. Each shared spacecorresponds
to one of the conceptual layers of Mount Etna explored by the project:

(1) Oculus Caeli - an elevated wellness and stargazing deck dedicat-
ed to silence, sky observation and the atmospheric dimension of the
mountain landscape.

(2) Oculus Vulcani - a fire-oriented gathering space that evokes the
mythological presence of Vulcan beneath Etna, conceived as a place
for storytelling, contemplation and evening social rituals.

(3) Oculus Terrae - a communal wine-tasting and landscape terrace
embedded within the agricultural setting, establishing a direct rela-
tionship with the fertile volcanic soil and the surrounding vineyards.

Together, these spaces transform the cluster from a simple accom-
modation layout into a sequence of shared sensory experiences, re-
inforcing the architectural identity of the Openair Suites brand while
maintaining the primacy of the private patios and the intimate guest
experience.

Nature of Etna

Etna Birch

Sicilian Astragalus Rumex aetnensis (Etna Sorrel)




Unit Typologies: Deluxe Suit
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Unit Typologies: Deluxe Suit
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Unit Typologies: Standard Suit
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. Entry; Il. Living; lll. Working; IV. Bathroom; V. Wardrobe;
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Postcards from...
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