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Opening
Statent

This project begins with a clear premise: to design a repeatable system of
rural hospitality units that combines production efficiency, technical
precision, and local sensitivity.
Openair Suites is not a fixed object, but a framework capable of traveling. Its
identity is built through a universal Core, a local Skin, and a Site Kit that
completes the architecture through landscape.

A repeatable hospitality
system rooted in place.

CORE
SKIN
SITE
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Context
At the foot of Mount Etna, the landscape is
shaped by fire, agriculture, and time.
Lava stone terraces, vineyards, open fields,
and distant horizons define a territory where
architecture can operate as a quiet
mediator between shelter and nature.
Here, the landscape is not the background
of the project: it is its main protagonist.

Mount Etna as landscape,
matter, and memory
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System
Logic

The project is structured in three interdependent layers.

The Core establishes the invariant technical and spatial framework.
The Skin adapts the envelope to climate, identity, and material expression.
The Site Kit translates the system into the ground through reversible
landscape operations.

Together, these layers ensure coherence across different territories while
allowing each project to root itself in its own context.

Core / Skin / Site
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Hephaestus

Hephaestus, the Greek god of fire
and craft, is traditionally associated
with Mount Etna, where mythology
placed his forge beneath the
volcano.
Once the framework is defined, the
project receives a local narrative
layer.
The suites are imagined as pieces
forged by Hephaestus: crafted
objects placed on the terrain,
supported by a volcanic stone base,
and framed by an architecture of
heat, craft, and precision.
The project moves between
industrial logic and artisanal
attention, allowing repetition to
coexist with tactility, and system to
coexist with character.

A local myth
translated into
architecture.
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Core  
Rules

The non-
negotiable
framework.

The Core establishes the rules that
make replication possible

The Core is the non-negotiable
framework of the system.
It defines the minimum spatial,
structural, and technical rules that
make the suite repeatable,
transportable, and buildable across
different rural settings.
Within this framework, the
architecture can evolve in material
expression and atmosphere, but
not in its essential performance.

TerraViva CompetitionsOpenair Suites

Page 07



Efficiency through
clarity.

Core - 
Spatial Logic

The Core organises the essential
spaces of the suite into a compact
and efficient sequence.
Entrance, storage, bedroom,
workspace, bathroom, and
technical components are
arranged to optimise comfort and
reduce wasted area.
This spatial economy is not a
limitation; it is what allows the
project to remain precise,
adaptable, and scalable.
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Deluxe
Suiter

A compact
unit with
operational
clarity.

The Standard Suite translates the system
into its most direct and efficient form.
It concentrates the essential functions
into a compact interior while preserving
openness toward the landscape.
The result is a precise dwelling device:
restrained, legible, and ready to be
replicated.
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Standard
Suiter

A more
generous
rhythm of the
same
language.

The Deluxe Suite expands the same logic
into a more spacious and contemplative
layout.
It preserves the shared DNA of the brand
while allowing a stronger sense of
panorama, pause, and domestic comfort.
Difference here is not rupture, but
refinement.
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Material Narrative

The Skin introduces the local condition.
 In Sicily, the envelope becomes a material
translation of volcanic terrain, fire, and
craft.
Corten steel, hammered surfaces, and
metal components do not appear as
decoration, but as part of the system’s
identity: a way of making the architecture
belong to the place.
The hammered finish is not only
expressive; it gives the surface a forged
character, recalling the impact of hand-
work and the roughness of a material
shaped by force.

The local translation of
the system.
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Facade
and
assembly

A ventilated
envelope

built over a
dry system.

The Skin operates as a ventilated
facade assembled over a SIP-based
enclosure.A secondary substructure
supports the external plates, allowing
air to circulate between the backing
layer and the outer cladding.
This construction logic reinforces the
dry, reversible character of the project
while giving the envelope its local
identity and material depth.
The facade is not treated as an
isolated surface, but as a layered
assembly in which structure,
ventilation, and expression work
together.
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Material 
Cartography

The interior holds the power of Etna through a material cartography:
stone that anchors, wood that contains, and marble that illuminates.
Nature is not domesticated; its energy is articulated into operational
elegance.
Warm walnut establishes depth and containment, while lighter stone
and brushed metal introduce clarity, precision, and brightness.

Stone, wood,
and marble as a
spatial language.
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Interior as unified system

The interior was designed by
integrating different functions into a
single architectural gesture.
Aventanamientos, wardrobes, desks,
and seating areas are not treated as
isolated elements, but as parts of one
continuous operation.
This allows the room to work harder
within a limited footprint, while
producing a cleaner and more
coherent spatial experience.

Windows,
storage, desk,
and resting areas
as one operation.
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Crafted comfort within a
controlled system.

FF&E - 
Furtniture

Furniture is not added at the end; it is
part of the architecture itself.
Built-in storage, integrated lighting,
compact work surfaces, and carefully
resolved bathroom elements
reinforce the coherence of the suite.
Each piece contributes to a shared
atmosphere of warmth, precision,
and quiet domesticity.
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Architecture lifted
above the terrain.

Ground
Strategy

The suites are elevated above the
ground and positioned without
permanent foundations, in keeping
with the competition constraints.
This minimizes the impact on the
terrain and preserves the natural
character of the site.
The base is conceived as a threshold:
a light separation between dwelling
and ground, architecture and
landscape.
The project brief explicitly requires
lightweight, reversible structures,
elevated from the ground and placed
without permanent foundations.
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Amenities as filter
The amenities are placed as the first
layer of encounter between the existing
terrain and the suite area.
Rather than spreading across the site,
they are positioned as a transitional
filter, more withdrawn and carefully
framed, so that the sleeping zone
remains protected and quiet.
This strategy helps reduce pressure on
the natural ground while creating a
clear spatial hierarchy.
The brief allows shared facilities such as
relaxation, wellness, barbecue, and
activity spaces, while excluding check-
in, dining, and parking from the cluster
because those functions remain in the
existing farmhouse.

The first
encounter before
the realm of rest.
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Serpentine implantation

The cluster is organised through a
serpentine implantation that clings to the
terrain like lava descending the volcanic
slope.
This movement allows the design to
absorb the topography through stepped
walkways and controlled shifts in level,
while opening occasional expansions for
pause and encounter.
The suites are staggered along the axis to
preserve visual privacy and avoid direct
blockage between units.

A layout that
follows the logic
of lava.
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Cluster / Masterplan

At the scale of the cluster, the system
becomes a small landscape of its own.
The masterplan organizes eight Deluxe
Suites, private outdoor areas, pedestrian
routes, vegetation, and shared amenities
into a balanced composition that
prioritizes privacy, view quality, and
immersion in nature.
The result is a precise hospitality
ecosystem, not a dispersed collection of
objects.
The competition requires a masterplan
with 8 Deluxe Suites, together with paths,
private outdoor spaces, shared facilities,
and landscape integration.

Eight suites, one
coherent
landscape.
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Where Earth
Becomes
Shelter 

A repeatable architecture of place.

TerraViva Competitions

Openair Suites is a system of hospitality
designed to travel without losing identity.

Its coherence comes from the relationship
between core, skin, and site: a universal
structure, a local material translation, and a
landscape strategy that completes the
experience.

Forged by matter, shaped by terrain, and
refined through atmosphere, the project turns
hospitality into a quiet form of belonging.

TerraViva CompetitionsOpenair Suites

Page 25


	Index

