
Architectural Brandbook
Openair suites

105911



Table of contents

01. The brand
LOOK DEEP INTO NATURE 

AND THEN YOU WILL UNDERSTAND

EVERYTHING BETTER

- Albert Einstein

02. The idea

03. The place

04. The suites

05. The landscape



The brand01.



Brand essence

Openair Suites redefines 

hospitality as an immersive 

experience in nature.

It is not about creating 

objects, but about shaping 

relationships between 

people, landscape and 

time.

The brand promotes a 

way of living that is 

essential, open and 

deeply connected to the 

surrounding environment, 

where architecture becomes 

a quiet presence rather 

than a dominant gesture.
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Belonging Permeability Connection

Design principles

Belonging is inspired by 

nature’s ecosystems, 

where every element has 

a place and contributes 

to a larger balanced 

whole.

Permeability is inspired 

by nature’s openess, 

allowing light, air, and 

movement to flow 

freely through spaces 

and boundaries.

Connection is ispired by 

nature’s networks, 

linking elements together 

to create relationships, 

continuity, and harmony.
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“La Fucina di Vulcano”

Context

Situated on the slopes of Mount Etna in Sicily, the project is 
embedded in a landscape sculpted by volcanic matter, 
vegetation, and play of light. The site’s natural patterns - its 
contours, textures, and flows - serve as the blueprint for 
spatial organization, inspiring a design that mimics the 
logic and intelligence of nature.

Here, architecture follows the rhythms of the land: paths 
trace the terrain, volumes grow organically, and every space 
maintains a continuous dialogue with its surroundings. 
The relationship between ground and horizon forms the 
framework for immersive, adaptive environments that 
respond to both landscape and time.
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Concept statement
Human have long turned to nature for inspiration, observing its systems 
and processes to solve complex problems.
Approaches to mimicking nature in design typically fall into two categories. 
One is the “Design-Looking-to-Biology”, which begins with a defined 
human need or problem and seeks solutions by studying how organisms 
or ecosystems address similar challenges. This is the approach we 
adopted for this project.

The project begins with a simple gesture: a path tracing the natural 
landscape, forming the backbone of the entire system. From this line, 
spaces grow as organic extensions, mimicking nature’s rhythms - like 
leaves unfolding along a branch - creating a network of private and 
shared environments that evolve in harmony with the terrain.
The suites are conceived as lightweight, responsive volumes, where 
transaprency and materiality foster a constant dialogue between 
interior and exterior. Architecture adapts to the site rather than 
dominating it, becoming part of a larger ecological and spatial 
system.
Inspired by leaf structures, natural mimicry guides circulation, light 
and ventilation. Each volume interacts with sunlight, shade, and wind as 
leaves do in a canopy, creating an immersive, essential way of inhabiting 
the landscape, where movement, relationships, and time follow nature’s 
intellingence.

Openair suites   /   Architectural Brandbook

08

The idea



D
es

ig
n

-L
o

o
ki

n
g

-t
o

-B
io

lo
g

y 
a

p
p

ro
a

ch

1. Biological Research

Studying organisms, systems, and patterns to understand how they function in their environment

2. Biomechanics, Functional Morphology, and Anatomy

Analyzing how form supports function and responds to environmental forces

3. Understanding the Principles

Identifying the strategies and rules that nature uses to solve problems efficiently

4. Abstraction: Detachment from the Biological Model

Traslating natural principles into conceptual ideas suitable for architecture

6. Design Solution

Creating spaces that are functional, immersive, and harmonious, embodying the intelligene of natural systems

5. Technical Implementation

Developing materials, structures, and systyems that realize the abstracted principles
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A single line defines the 

project, inspired by the 

golden ratio of natural 

proportion

Extrapolation of geometric 

rules from nature

The line became a path, 

ensuring movement 

feels harmonious

Spaces grow as organic 

extensions,  in a 

continuous relationship 

with the landscape
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The site’s main pathways 

are designed using the 

golden ratio, ensuring 

that movement feels 

balanced and intuitive. 

Following these proportions, 

the paths unfold organically, 

allowing each suite to 

maintain privacy while 

capturing unobstructed 

views of Mount Etna and 

the surrounding landscape.

AreaLandscape elements

private deluxe suites (x8) 1661 sm

common areas (x5) 301 sm

vegetation 114 sm

pathways 256 sm

The resulting spatial 

organization reflects 

the rhythms and logic 

of nature, blending 

functional efficiency 

with aesthetic harmony 

and reinforcing the 

immersive experience 

of the landscape.

Site plan
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The line originated from 

the golden ratio

The direction of the 

Mount Etna

The private areas grow 

around the path

The sign becomes a 

path, and the suites are 

arranged ensuring privacy 

and the view of the 

mountain

GEOMETRY SPACE DISTRIBUTION GROWTH
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User experience
Transition into the landscape

Arrival is conceived as a gradual 

transition rather than a fixed 

point. Visitors move from the 

built environment into nature, 

where architecture dissolves 

into the terrain, allowing a slow 

immersion into the volcanic 

landscape.

Living in continuity with nature

The suites offer an intimate 

connection with the surroundings. 

Designed as lightweight, open 

volumes, they allow visitors to 

experience nature continuously 

— through light, air, and

uninterrupted views of Mount 

Etna.

Light defines atmosphere

At night, light becomes the primary 

design element. Soft, minimal 

illumination reveals paths and 

spaces without overpowering 

the darkness, allowing the landscape 

and sky to remain dominant 

while creating a calm and 

immersive atmosphere.

Guided exploration

Movement follows natural 

pathways inspired by branching 

systems and the logic of the 

land. Circulation becomes an 

experience of discovery, guiding 

visitors through shifting views, 

light, and vegetation.

ARRIVAL

MOVEMENT
Collective experiences

Shared spaces create moments 

of gathering within the landscape. 

These areas are integrated 

organically into the site, 

encouraging interaction 

while maintaining a strong 

connection to nature.

SHARED SPACES

SUITE NIGHT
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The project is not only a spatial composition, but a sequence of experiences that unfold in relation to the landscape of Mount Etna. Each ele-

ment is designed to guide the visitor through a journey inspired by nature.

Atmosphere
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The roof concept is 

based on the leaf. For 

the single suite, the 

inclination of the leaf 

form defines and resolves 

the formal expression of 

the roof

LEAF ROOF
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The project includes two suite typologies: Standard and 

Deluxe, designed to offer different levels of spatial experience 

while maintaining a consistent architectural language.

The masterplan focuses on eight Deluxe suites, while the 

Standard typology represents a scalable solution based 

on the same design principles.

Wooden canopy

Sliding glass door

Wood cladding

Terrace / patio

STANDARD

DELUXE

Suites overview

1

1

1
4

lava stone cladding5

5

5

4

4

3

3

3

2

2

2
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The Deluxe Suite expands the living space 

through a layered system of elements that 

combine enclosure, transparency, and outdoor 

extension, creating a refined and immersive 

experience. 

Conceived as a spatial layering system, it 

balances openness, protection, and 

comfort, enhancing the overall quality of 

the living environment.

Entrance1

Hallway with space for luggage storage

Bedroom

Bathroom

Deluxe suite
1

2

2

3

4

3

4
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Standard suite
The Standard Suite offers a compact interpretation 

of the same design principles, ensuring comfort and 

a strong connection to the landscape.

Entrance 1

1

Hallway with space for luggage storage

Bedroom

Bathroom

2

2

3

3

4

4
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MATERIALS AND TEXTURES THAT ILLUMINATE THE ATMOSPHERE

Natural materials such as wood and 

plant-based fibers, together with soft textiles 

and matte surfaces, bring authenticity and 

warmth. In this project, wood, witchy, curtains, 

and the finishing floor layer are carefully combined 

to balance structure and softness, creating a 

welcoming and immersive environment.

Textures play a key role in enhancing this experience. 

Woven and textile surfaces introduce a tactile 

quality that encourages interaction and habitation. 

Together with light and transparency, these 

materials shape an atmosphere that is warm, 

lived-in, and closely connected to the surrounding 

landscape.
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Materials and light define a calm and refined atmosphere, where the interior space extends seamlessly towards the surrounding landscape.

Atmosphere
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The landscape05.



A LANDSCAPE TO INHABIT,

NOT JUST TO OBSERVE.
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Hortus

Multifunctional area

Fireplace

Agorà

1

1

4

5

4

Relax area
5

3

3

2

2

The landscape is structured as an 

interconnected system inspired by 

natural growth patterns, where paths 

follow organic lines derived from nature. 

These circulation routes and shared 

spaces create a continuous and accessible 

experience, similar to the branching logic 

of leaves. Functions are carefully distributed 

along this natural framework to balance 

privacy and interaction, forming a dynamic 

yet cohesive environment.

Landscape
system
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Communal spaces are shared 

areas where guests gather, interact, 

and coexist.

THE GATHERING POINT

In contemporary hospitality, they 

play a key role in shaping a suit’s 

identity by blending work, leisure, 

and social interaction.

THE COMMON GROUND In this project, communal areas 

are conceived as a sequence of 

outdoor experiences integrated 

into the landscape. A small 

pavilion combines service 

and rest, with shaded seating 

that encourages informal 

interaction along the path.

The multifunctional area is a 

flexible open space that 

adapts to different activities, 

while the relax area extends 

this idea outdoors, balancing 

movement, rest, and social 

exchange. Each space offers a 

distinct atmosphere while 

maintaining a strong connection 

to the surrounding environment.

Activities & shared spaces
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A productive landscape that invites 

seasonal interaction, allowing 

guests to engage with planting, 

harvesting, and natural cycles. 

THE EDIBLE GARDEN

An ideal environment for reflection 

and spiritual growth, where the 

absence of distractions allows for 

a deep connection with the self.

THE QUIET GROVE

A central gathering space where fire 

becomes a focal element, creating 

warmth and shared moments 

within the landscape.

THE FIRE CIRCLE

Activities & shared spaces
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