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Vision

Statement

Breath Of Etna is centred on a deep integration with nature,
proposing a new typology of “open-air living” that moves beyond framed
views into immersive experience. Rather than simply looking out onto the
landscape, the suite brings elements of the wild directly into the domestic
realm, blurring the boundary between interior and exterior. Indoor and
semi-outdoor zones are interwoven, allowing occupants to inhabit spaces
that are both sheltered and exposed.

This approach is most evident in the bathroom, conceived as a semi-outdoor
retreat. With a roof opening to the sky, the space engages directly with
the climate—framing views of Sicily's clear atmosphere while allowing the
scent of surrounding lemon trees to permeate the experience.

Materially, the facade draws from the local context of Mount Etna. Carbonised
timber, treated using volcanic ash techniques, establishes a textured and
grounded expression that echoes the island’s geological identity.

This is contrasted with lighter, translucent elements such as curtains and
polycarbonate sliding panels at the deck, introducing a dynamic interplay
between opacity and transparency. These layers soften the boundary of the
architecture, enabling the suite to dissolve visually into its surroundings.

The use of a suspended platform system further reinforces this adaptability.
By minimising ground impact, the suites can be positioned across varying
agricultural landscapes, allowing different planting typologies—such
as lemon groves, olive trees, or herb fields—to directly shape the living
experience.

Together, the project proposes a way of living that is not only situated
within nature, but continuously shaped by it—where architecture becomes
a mediator between cultivation, climate, and sensory experience.
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Agriculture Analysis
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Urban - Material Summary
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Analysis

Topography-Led Planning

Villages in Sicily are shaped by terrain rather than imposed
grids. Buildings step, rotate, and adapt to contours, forming
a layered spatial system where elevation naturally defines
degrees of privacy. Movement is not separated from
space—it becomes space itself, embedding circulation
within the lived environment.
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Clustered Settlement Logic
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Street as Living Space

Rather than existing as isolated objects, buildings form tight A gradual spatial sequence, piazza to lane, threshold to

clusters organised around courtyards and widened lanes.
This density fosters social proximity while also stabilising
the microclimate through shared shading and reduced
exposure.

interior, replaces rigid boundaries. This layered transition
creates a nuanced relationship between public and private
realms. Dense street circulation as a social condenser

and environmental moderator, supporting daily life while
reducing heat gain.
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Masterplan

Massing Diagram

Option 1-Linear Cluster Option 2 - Scattered Field

Strategy Strategy
Follows the existing agricultural tree-row Suites are dispersed across the site, loosely
logic. Suites are arranged along two parallel following agricultural rows but without strict
rows, connected by a stepped platform alignment.
system.
Pros
Pros » High level of privacy
« Clear and efficient spatial organisation « Strong integration with landscape and
» Direct alignment with agricultural agriculture
geometry *  More immersive and individual spatial
experience
Cons
Cons
«  Forward units may obstruct views of
those behind » Increased infrastructure (paths, services)
» Reduced privacy due to linear stacking required

* Uneven distance to communal spaces
*  Less spatial cohesion
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Masterplan

Massing Diagram
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Option 3 - Centralised Circle Option 4 - Split Circle (Choosen)

Strategy Strategy
Adopts a village-centred layout. A circular The circular layout is divided and rotated back-to-back,
arrangement references both traditional settlement forming two communal centres.
patterns and the geometry of Mount Etna.
Communal space is positioned at the centre. Pros
* Maintains equal views and balanced access
Pros » Reduces density of a single central node
« Equalised views across units
« Consistent and efficient access to communal Cons
space
«  Front-facing units towards communal areas lose privacy
Cons
Refinement
« Units facing the centre may experience reduced The proposal suggests removing the front (RHS) communal
privacy space, retaining only the rear communal hub to improve
+  Visual disturbance from central activity privacy and reduce visual conflict.
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Masterplan

Step 1 - Divide the site into Two

The masterplan adopts a village-centred logic, referencing
both traditional settlement patterns and the circular geometry
of Mount Etna. The initial circular form is split and rotated
back-to-back, establishing two mirrored spatial systems. This
creates a structured framework that balances orientation,
circulation, and communal hierarchy.
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Step 2 - Views

The 8 suites are arranged along a right-hand-side (RHS)

arch to maximise visual connections towards Mount Etna.
This curved alignment ensures that each unit benefits from
an unobstructed, framed view, reinforcing the relationship
between architecture and landscape while maintaining spatial
continuity.

Step 3 -Agricultural Planting

Lemon trees are positioned across the site following
traditional agricultural spacing, establishing a structured

and productive landscape. The edges are planted with herbs
and native Sicilian species, creating a layered ecological
buffer. This strategy enhances sensory experience, introduces
seasonal variation, and strengthens the integration between
architecture and local cultivation practices.
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Vision

Bathroom
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Bedroom

* Images from Internet
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A. ENTRY / RECEPTION
'!2. COMMUNAL FACILITY
| 3. PATH TO 8-SUITE CLUSTER
| 4. DELUXE OPS SUITE
5. LEMEON TREE FIELD

6. CAR PARKING ARERA
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Render

Interior

ENTRY VIEW TOWARDS MOUNT ETNA

OPEN AIR BATH SHOWER
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Drawings

Suite Plan - Standard

10mm Volcanic
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Finish with 90mm ™~
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Bed Platform Bed platform — allows
for multipurpose use. It can store the

mattress and be converted into a tea
space. A multipurpose platform.

: Extends the interior living
— space outdoors, serving

as a panoramic platform

for viewing Mt. Etha
and immersing in the

Window above
sink promots visual
connection
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surrounding landscape.

- | Foldable Office Desk
' reclaims floor area for
versatile use

Movable and

Expandable Office Desk,
Wheel Undernearth,
Allows 2 Guest to work
at the same time

1. ENTRY POINT

2. KITCHENETTE / SINK

3. OUTDOOR DECK

4. BATHROOM (DRY AREA)

5. BATHROOM (OPEN AIR BATH)
6. BED

7. HOME OFFICE
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Drawings

Suite Section

Retractable Fabric Awning
provides on-demand shade
and fostering a seamless spatial
connection with nature

*X ANANA

Perforated Wall Adds spatial depth
and material texture, visually linking
indoor flora to the exterior and
effectively bringing nature indoors.
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Roller Blinds Adjustable
light filtration and
privacy control. ~— v &
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Exploded Axonmetric View
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Terracotta Perforated Wall

Accordion Folding Door

Timber Structure with
chipboard panels

Polycarbonate Sliding System

Roller Blinds

Volcanic Ash - Carbonised Wood

Raised Timber Platform
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