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HAT HOUSE

| would like to present my modular hotel project.

The competition site is located to the west of Mount Etna in Sicily. The proposal envisions the placement of
modular units oriented toward scenic views of the volcano, offering a retreat within a rural landscape.

The site includes an administrative building that accommodates reception, housekeeping, and food services.
In addition, there is a large restaurant and a parking area nearby. According to the brief, two types of
modules were required: a standard unit (with a kitchenette) and a luxury unit (without a kitchen).

While studying the spatial ergonomics, | came to the conclusion, that the additional functions of the luxury
unit could be shifted to peripheral facilities, allowing the main module to become more universal. As a
result, | designed a single, unified module with a total area of 22 m?.

The design aims to combine the comfort of a luxury stay with my own experience of hotel living, retaining
only the truly essential functions. At the same time, | introduced a compact lounge area with a fireplace, as
well as a table suitable for remote work and light dining.

According to the competition requirements, the module is elevated on small concrete blocks. Around
the structure, | proposed a perimeter terrace to support various outdoor scenarios, along with an accessible
rooftop.

The module is constructed from prefabricated panels, including wall panels and floor/roof panels. All
components are designed to fit within a standard 33 m? shipping container. The panels are connected using
a tongue-and-groove system, without permanent adhesive bonding. This connection method is still under
development, with the intention of ensuring both structural reliability and ease of assembly. The design
anticipates that the module can be disassembled in the future and relocated to another site, supporting

flexibility and reusability.

| wanted to move beyond the image of a simple box, which led me to explore the idea of a tent-like

form that would create a distinctive architectural identity. | was particularly inspired by roof structures that
enhance natural cooling, which ultimately informed the chosen form.

Considering integration into the local context, | drew inspiration from traditional Sicilian tiled roofs. It seemed
meaningful fo reuse tiles from abandoned buildings, transforming them into new facade elements. The clay
recycling process turned out fo be relatively simple and could be carried out directly on site.

The facade panels incorporate a substructure onto which the reprocessed files are mounted in a new
configuration.

As a result, the project proposes a modular unit that stands out through its distinctive form while preserving
the material identity of the region.

105407



105407




Site plan | 105407
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Exterior. Morning before breakfast 105407




Plan 105407

Total area:
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Construction. Panels

Overlap panels

Wall panels

Floor panels

Shipping container 33m3
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Construction. Connections scheme 105407
Size of panel varies depending on the element.

Tenon groove connector Wall panel
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Construction.
Tenon groove connection of panels
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Construction. Panel material

Glued laminated
timber

Moisture-resistant
polywood

Moisture barrier

Vapor barrier

Mineral wool
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Construction. Connections
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Tent construction

Tarapulin fabric
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Model
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Sicilian roof tiles
Strong local identity
which i try to use in my
project.
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Clay recycling

is a simple process that
allows you to use old roof
tiles as a facade material.
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Clay facade
can be tinted in any
colovur.

Or being used with a
specific texture of old
files.
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Exterior. Playing with goats
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Exterior. Stargazing and communication 105407




Interior. Before hicking 105407




Interior. While hicking
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Interior. Natural needs
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