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Manifesto

“Where lava is permanent and silent,
architecture becomes temporary.

Like petals resting on stone,
these structures touch the ground 

lightly, without altering its essence”.



Petals of Stone is conceived as a system of small, lightweight
architectures gently placed within the agricultural landscape
of Mount Etna.

In contrast to the permanence of volcanic matter, the project
introduces a delicate and almost ephemeral presence.

Dark volumes emerge from the ground, enclosing warm
interiors while maintaining a minimal visual impact.

Concept



Landscape
& Identity

Bullet:
• Integration with agricultural   landscape 

• Strong relationship with the horizon 

• Minimal footprint 

• Indoor–outdoor continuity 

• Quiet and immersive experience



Stone

Heavy
Permanent

Rough

Petal

Light
Temporary

SoftExterior
• Dark 

• Mineral

• Rough 

• Protective

Interior
• Light 

• Warm 

• Soft 

• Domestic

Material
Contrast



Architectural
Language

The architecture is defined by a minimal and recognisable gesture: a compact
volume resting lightly on the ground.

A sloped roof and a single opening orient the space towards the horizon, framing
the landscape of Mount Etna.



Spatial
Logic

Space unfolds as a linear
sequence, guiding the user
from threshold to landscape.

The architecture remains
simple, allowing the experience
to be defined by light, material
and view.

Entrance Living View



ENTRANCE + KITCHEN 
+ TECHNICAL CORE

I

LIVING 
SLEEPING AREA

II

BATHROOM

III

Plan 
Organization
Layout is divided into three main zones: III

I II



Design 
Axes
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A continuous visual axis towards Mount Etna

II.  Lighting
Natural light shaping the interior atmosphere

III. Technical
Compact and integrated service core

I. Entrance Window Etna

Visual axis towards Mount Etna

II.      Sun          Bed Front light

Natural light shaping the space

II. Technical 

Kitchen

Bathroom

Compact service core



The experience is slow and
gradual.

From a protected entrance to
an open horizon, the space
reveals itself step by step.

The bed becomes a place of
observation, directly connected
to the landscape.

User 
Experience



Material
Strategy

The materials reflect the duality of the 
design: the solidity of stone and the 
warmth of home.

The dark exterior surfaces blend into 
the landscape, whilst the light-coloured
interiors create a sense of comfort and 
intimacy.





Central 
Element

The bed is conceived as an
inhabitable platform.

It integrates storage, seating and a
working space, maximising the
efficiency of the compact layout.



Private Patio
Each suite extends into a private outdoor space.

A wooden deck and volcanic gravel create a seamless
transition between architecture and landscape.

The patio becomes an open-air living room.

OUTDOOR SPACE



Masterplan 
Strategy

The project is conceived as a
dispersed field of small
architectures, carefully
positioned along the natural
slope.

Each unit rests lightly on the
ground, following the logic of
agricultural terraces.

The result is a landscape of
small interventions rather
than a single dominant
structure.

Units are staggered to ensure
privacy and uninterrupted views
towards Mount Etna.

The layout avoids rigid grids,
embracing a more organic and
landscape-driven approach.
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The suites reinterpret traditional agricultural
terraces.

Architecture and landscape merge into a continuous
system of natural platforms.

Terraces in 
the Vineyard
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Local

The project integrates native vegetation as a fundamental spatial element.

Vineyards, olive trees and Mediterranean shrubs define the character of the site and are preserved as part of 
the design.

Vegetation acts as a soft boundary, filtering views, creating shade and enhancing privacy.

Architecture does not replace the landscape, but reveals it.

Landscape is not 
designed. 
It is revealed.



Common 
Spaces
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• Yoga deck

• Fire pit

• Outdoor kitchen

• Stargazing platform

• Wellness garden



The project minimises its impact through compact design, 
passive strategies and the use of local materials.

Natural ventilation, orientation and shading reduce energy 
demand, while preserving the integrity of the site.

Sustainability
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Project 
Statement
Petals of Stone is an architecture of lightness.

A system of small, quiet structures that rest on
the land without transforming it.

Like petals on stone, they belong to the
landscape without dominating it.



PETALS OF STONE
A quiet architecture on the slopes of Mount Etna

Light structures.
Silent gestures.

A landscape revealed.
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